
2027 THE YEAR OF THE BRITISH PUNK EXPLOSION
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ABOUT THE SHOW
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"a pOWERFUL, GENEROUS 

AND DEEPLY NECESSARY

PIECE OF THEATRE"

"VIVID AND REAL AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL
JOURNEY"

"PROVOKES A 

CONVERSATION MUCH 

NEEDED RIGHT NOW"

Summer 1977. I was 16. The Labour 
government was on the rocks. The Nazi 
National Front was on the rise. Life in 
London was like an old black and white film 
– stuttering. Washed out. Bleak. Then Punk 
Rock exploded on the scene. Everything 
changed. My life changed. Forever. 
 
A one man play with music – part documentary, part 
musical journey and part coming  of age tale, Punk 
Days is the story of a mixed race, working-class kid 
growing up in 1970’s London, plagued by racism, 
poverty and social conformity who finds hope,
freedom and identity in the noise and rebellion of
Punk Rock and the fight against fascism.
 
There is no future
In England’s dreaming
Don’t be told what you want to want to
And don’t be told what you want to need.

	�PLAY THE SHOW TRAILER

https://youtu.be/nvBzgD8mhN8


HASSAN MAHAMDALLIE
Writer/ Performer

Hassan is a playwright, director, dramaturg, 
actor & specialist in diversity & the arts. 
Author of Arts Council England’s Creative 
Case for Diversity & a biography of 
Victorian artist/activist William Morris. 
He is Director of the Muslim Institute & 
Senior Editor of its journal, Critical Muslim. 
He is a long time campaigner against 
racism and for equality and liberation, 
and is a published journalist, author and 
commentator. 

STEF O’DRISCOLL
Director

Stef is a multidisciplinary, critically 
acclaimed and award-winning director 
who centres contemporary stories with 
a social political heart, directing some of 
the UK’s most significant voices. Stef was 
the Interim Artistic Director at The Gate, 
Artistic Director of nabokov, and Associate 
Director at both Paines Plough, and Lyric 
Hammersmith. 

DOMIN IC KENNEDY
Sound Design

Dominic is a sound designer and music 
producer for performance, theatre, moving 
image and installation. His passion is 
developing new work, implementing sound 
and music early in the creative process. 
Amongst many collaborations is work 
with: Paines Plough: BBC Radio 1 Xtra; 
National Trust: nabakov, Theatre Clywd, 
Darling & Edge, The Bush, Jamie Wood, 
Gameshow, Royal Exchange.

CARLTON MATTHEWS
Motion Design

Carlton is a Designer / Illustrator from 
Birmingham who mainly focuses on motion 
graphics and animation. From designing 
cool characters to working with brands and 
artists to design visual experiences that help 
tell their story in an interesting and unique 
way.

creative team



ROSIE ELN ILE
Design Concept

Rosie is an award-winning theatre, opera 
and live art set and costume designer. 
Work includes: The Faggots & their 
Friends Between Revolutions (Festival 
d’Aix en Provence); Die Glasmenagerie 
(Staatsschauspiel. Basel); Jason Medea 
Medley (Staatsschauspiel, Dresden) and 
work at The Globe, Royal Court, Bush 
Theatre, Gate Theatre, Regent Park 
Open Air Theatre, Stratford East, Royal 
Exchange, Lyric Hammersmith, and 
Finborough Theatres.

CHERILYN ALBERT
Movement

Cherilyn is a London based dance artist 
and Artistic Director of Instigate Unknown 
Dance Company. They have more than ten 
years of professional experience directing, 
choreographing, teaching and performing 
across the UK and abroad. Their work uses 
Hip Hop and Contemporary Theatre to 
draw in new audiences and inspire the next 
generation.

ELEANOR ROGERS
Production Designer

Eleanor is a multidisciplinary designer for 
performance, creating immersive, visually 
rich work across theatre, film and live 
events. A Royal Welsh College of Music & 
Drama graduate, her recent collaborations 
include: BBC Cymru, National Theatre 
Wales, working at Universal Epic Universe 
and Pinewood Studios; specialising in 
scenic art, props and narrative-driven 
design.
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"utterly brilliant"

“Bloody loved that show!The best show in town”

"Heartwarming, inspiring and poignant …. 

incredibly skillfully executed, very moving 

and hugely resonant for today"

“it speaks directly to

our own moment”

what audiences
are saying

"Brought back lots of memories 
and powerful resonances with 

what's happening today!”

“Thank you for making this work NOW! 

loved and enjoyed every bit, 

intimate, moving, powerful play”

“Very moving, 

the perfect play”

“Intimate , unpretentious 

demystified theatre making”

“Engaging and vital”

“a must-see for everyone”
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Working with our partners, Together Alliance and Stand Up to Racism 
and local activists, we can offer information stalls, post-show discussions, 
talks around Hassan’s Punk and political archive, and we are open to 
other collaborative activities to suit the needs of each venue and their 
audiences.

POST-SHOW DISCUSSIONS
Hassan and local social justice campaigners and organisations create space 
for thought-provoking conversations on the play's issues and themes. 

Additional activities

“The hook of the archive leads to a credible political 
musical and youthful recall of the influence punk had. 
From that we learn about group resistance and its 
power to affect change. Wonderful”

STALLS
Books, badges, T-shirts, and conversations with local activist groups. 

TOURING EXHIBITION OF PUNK DAYS – THE ARCHIVE
Hassan hosts conversations with archivists, writers and collectors. We 
encourage participants to share their memorabilia and stories, building local 
stories across the country. 

This touring exhibition provides a unique history of the ’70’s politics, 
discovery of Punk and resistance of the Rock Against Racism movement, 
includes fanzines, reviews, vinyls, newspapers clippings, fan letters, gig 
flyers, publicity photos, autographs, three specially designed poster exhibits 
(1977, 1978, 1979) and other cultural ephemera. The archive will finally be 
hosted at the Bishopsgate Institute. www.bishopsgate.org.uk

https://www.togetheralliance.org.uk/ 
https://standuptoracism.org.uk/ 


Large circular floor cloth with 
star design – centre stage 6m 
diameter, various items around 
the edge; stools, mic stands, 
flight cases, old TVs, one large 
cabinet furniture piece up stage 
centre. 

COMPANY:

GET IN:

RUNNING TIME:

BOOKING: 

2 Artists / 1 Technical Stage Manager

4 Hours

70 Minutes

Isobel Hawson isobelhawson@me.com

(00 44) 7889784854 

Studio Spaces/ Rural Touring

on tour throughout 2027

	 x2 projection screens 
	 x2 posters hung from floor 

standing flag polls.
	 Projection and some sound Qs 

operated off stage from a Laptop



Dervish Productions create high quality, political, 
multi-media work informed by authentic voices.

THE CROWS PLUCKED YOUR SINEWS
A one woman play about Somalis in 
Britain and Britain in Somalia.

‘Hassan Mahamdallie has written a fine, 
important play about the way Britain’s foreign 
adventures are shaping one young London 
woman’s identity’ – British Theatre Guide

'Is this the future of British Theatre? I hope 
so.' – Media Diversified. 

QUIET REBELS
A collaboration with Julie Mcnamara, 
a dystopian murder-mystery based 
on the true life but forgotten stories 

'Quiet Rebels is both inspiring and unsettling, 
most of all it is thought provoking. A 
wonderful evening. Totally brilliant' – 
Audience member. 

SPIRITS OF THE BLACK MERIDIAN
A site-specific outdoor theatre event bringing to life hidden narratives of Black 
people in Greenwich, south London. Fusing an array of characters with concepts 
of time, geographic and astronomical space, the performance summons up the 
submerged voices who walk amongst us, unseen.

'Unforgettable, outdoor, immersive theatrical 
experience. It challenges the way we think 
about our world, explores the maritime history, 
our identity and belonging through the untold 
and often hidden stories of black people' 
– Audience member.

'An incandescent example of theatre as 
revolutionary act' – Review by Naomi Foyle

Find out more about our work at www.dervishproductions.com

Founded and led by Hassan Mahamdallie 
with Producer Isobel Hawson.

PREVIOUS PRODUCTIONS

http:// www.dervishproductions.com 



